
U.S.	  Embassy	  Freetown,	  Sierra	  Leone	  
Message	  for	  U.S.	  Citizens:	  Travel	  Advisories	  
April	  23,	  2014	  
	  
Please	  review	  the	  below	  events	  that	  may	  affect	  your	  travel	  this	  week	  and	  through	  
the	  weekend.	  
	  
This	  week	  road	  crews	  will	  be	  blasting	  rocks	  down	  the	  road	  towards	  Fourah	  Bay	  
College.	  
	  
Saturday,	  April	  26th	  is	  the	  official	  opening	  of	  the	  new	  Mountain	  Road;	  high	  level	  
officials	  including	  the	  President	  of	  Sierra	  Leone	  are	  expected	  to	  attend.	  As	  a	  result	  
you	  should	  expect	  heavier	  than	  normal	  traffic,	  possible	  roadblocks	  and	  security	  
presence	  in	  the	  area.	  
	  
Also	  on	  Saturday,	  April	  26th	  is	  the	  Freetown	  Marathon.	  The	  21	  kilometer	  Marathon	  
will	  start	  from	  Blackhall	  Road	  fuel	  station	  and	  finish	  at	  the	  Family	  Kingdom.	  Most	  of	  
the	  downtown	  roads,	  including	  parts	  of	  Wilkinson	  Road	  will	  be	  used.	  According	  to	  
the	  organizers	  of	  the	  Marathon,	  there	  will	  be	  a	  Beach	  Carnival	  right	  after	  the	  
marathon.	  A	  route	  map	  can	  be	  found	  here	  .	  
	  
Finally,	  as	  you	  may	  have	  seen	  this	  past	  weekend,	  it	  is	  the	  time	  of	  the	  Masked	  Devil	  
Dancing.	  Various	  groups	  have	  been	  given	  permission	  to	  go	  out	  and	  display	  their	  
skills	  on	  April	  26	  and	  27.	  They	  will	  be	  out	  around	  the	  city	  and	  normally	  will	  be	  
followed	  by	  large	  unpredictable	  crowds.	  If	  you	  encounter	  these	  groups	  be	  patient	  as	  
they	  have	  the	  right	  of	  way.	  
	  
We	  strongly	  recommend	  that	  U.S.	  citizens	  traveling	  to	  or	  residing	  in	  Sierra	  Leone	  
enroll	  in	  the	  Department	  of	  State's	  Smart	  Traveler	  Enrollment	  Program	  (STEP)	  at	  
http://www.Travel.State.Gov	  STEP	  enrollment	  gives	  you	  the	  latest	  security	  updates,	  
and	  makes	  it	  easier	  for	  the	  U.S.	  embassy	  or	  nearest	  U.S.	  consulate	  to	  contact	  you	  in	  
an	  emergency.	  If	  you	  don't	  have	  Internet	  access,	  enroll	  directly	  with	  the	  nearest	  U.S.	  
embassy	  or	  consulate.	  
	  
Contact	  the	  U.S.	  embassy	  for	  up-‐to-‐date	  information	  on	  travel	  restrictions	  by	  visiting	  
the	  U.S.	  Embassy	  Freetown	  website.	  You	  can	  also	  get	  global	  updates	  at	  the	  U.S.	  
Department	  of	  State	  Bureau	  of	  Consular	  Affairs	  website	  where	  you	  can	  find	  the	  
current	  Worldwide	  Caution	  ,	  Travel	  Warnings,	  Travel	  Alerts	  
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/pa/pa_1766.html,	  and	  Country	  Specific	  
Information.	  If	  you	  don't	  have	  internet	  access,	  you	  can	  get	  current	  information	  on	  
safety	  and	  security	  by	  calling	  1-‐888-‐407-‐4747	  toll-‐free	  in	  the	  United	  States,	  or	  for	  
callers	  from	  other	  countries,	  a	  regular	  toll	  line	  at	  1-‐202-‐501-‐4444.	  These	  numbers	  
are	  available	  from	  8:00	  a.m.	  to	  8:00	  p.m.	  Eastern	  Time,	  Monday	  through	  Friday	  
(except	  U.S.	  federal	  holidays).	  Also	  follow	  us	  on	  Twitter	  and	  Facebook	  .	  
	  
The	  U.S.	  Embassy	  in	  Freetown	  is	  located	  at	  Leicester	  Square,	  Regent.	  If	  you	  have	  



questions	  or	  concerns	  about	  safety	  or	  related	  issues,	  contact	  the	  consular	  section	  at	  
the	  Embassy	  by	  sending	  an	  email	  to	  consularfreetown@state.govor	  calling	  232(76)	  
515-‐000	  or	  076-‐515-‐000.	  For	  after-‐	  hours	  emergencies,	  please	  call	  Tel:	  232-‐(76)	  
515-‐000	  or	  076-‐515-‐000.	  


